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Our PCUSA Book of Order begins its section on worship with: 

Christian worship gives all glory and honor, praise and thanksgiving to the holy, triune God. We 
are gathered in worship to glorify the God who is present and active among us— 
particularly through the gifts of Word and Sacrament. We are sent out in service to 
glorify the same God who is present and active in the world. 

The above is what we seek to do, in a variety of ways:  

Our 11:00 a.m. service on Sunday—our largest gathering as a church—could be characterized 
as a traditional, reformed service. For this service, we gather as a faith community at the corner 
of Birmingham’s Fourth Avenue North and Richard Arrington Boulevard by greeting each other 
and then bringing the light of Jesus Christ into our midst with the lighting of candles. Once a 
month at this service, we offer thanksgiving around our Lord’s table, sharing communion with 
Christ and with all whom God has called into community. As we conclude our sacred time 
together, the opportunity for true worship begins as we depart with the intention of living our 
faith at home, at work, and in recreation. 

Though the Sunday service is formal style, the congregation has responded positively to the 
incorporation of interactive prayer stations, services of healing and wholeness, increased 
opportunities for communion, and interactive activity (including art) in worship at varying times 
over the past year. They have been particularly appreciative of these additions during Advent, 
Holy Week, and such events as church celebrations and commissionings. 

We are also cognizant that worship may take different forms, and that those forms may evolve 
over time. For example, though we recently ended our contemplative 8:30 a.m. Sunday service, 
we recognize that that form of worship is one that has traction with some in our congregation. 
Accordingly, the Worship, Music & the Arts team is laying the groundwork for a new monthly 
contemplative worship service that (we hope) will open spiritual doors to members of our 
fast-paced downtown working community as well as our existing congregation. 

Our music and arts programming has been both an integral part of our worship and a conduit to 
fellowship at FPC. The choir, for example, has brought in new participants who have then 
become church members. Our exceptional adult choir director has been with the church for 
many years, and his leadership helps support the traditional nature of our main service. (In the 
sanctuary, we use the Glory to God hymnal.) In addition, we have a monthly display of art in the 
hallway near the church offices. This “gallery” is enjoyed by congregants and serves as a link to 
the diverse nature of our city. As a whole, we would like to explore more fully how worship, 
music, and art might offer a path toward bridging cultural divides in our Birmingham community 
as we go forward.  

 



We also seek to find innovative ways to engage children in our worship community. We have 
created a space for children ages 3-6 in the balcony of our sanctuary, called Balcony Church. 
Here our children experience a little of what worship is like while they do activities related to the 
scripture, such as coloring, puzzles, etc. Our Christian Educator takes the children to the 
balcony after the Focus on Children portion of the 11:00 service; one of our nursery workers 
also helps out during this time. 

In addition, we have developed an intergenerational event we call “Prayground.” Prayground 
meets monthly on Sunday evenings and is an opportunity to engage congregants of all ages in 
food, fun, faith formation, and worship. 

Our youth and children are trained in worship form and leadership, and are encouraged to 
participate. Youth (as well as adults) are trained as liturgists, while children serve as acolytes. 
Other recent contributions by our young members have included special music, a dance/parade 
for Palm Sunday, Holy Week leadership, and more. We encourage innovation among our youth, 
too: This year for the Youth Service (a service run completely by our 6th to 12th graders), they 
incorporated prayer stations into worship in lieu of a formal sermon. 

We engage in other worship formats as well. Twice monthly, we celebrate communion with the 
residents of the nearby First Light Shelter for Women (which got its start in our basement many 
years ago). We also gather in small groups and aim to participate in events in which our 
presence may lead to dialogue that will open doors to faith to those who are seeking 
opportunities or have been denied membership in other places. 

And while our worship may be traditional in some aspects, our message is not constrained by 
tradition. It is one of openness, love, inclusiveness, and challenge. Those who come to our 
congregation aren’t seeking a comfortable prescription. We are a bright, questing group hailing 
from all walks of life and many backgrounds, as well as a group that includes a number of 
retired (or otherwise employed) ordained ministers. We know that to be inclusive and embrace 
the diversity of downtown Birmingham, our home, we must be comfortable with at least a little 
discomfort.  

In short, we aspire to be that vibrant community that brings light to the heart of this city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


